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Baptism of Jesus
Leonardo DaVinci
c. 1495
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Baptism of Jesus

1. John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance
2. Why would Jesus need to be baptized?

1.

Jesus, the son of God, set aside the free use of his
divine attributes and pledged to live according to the will
of the Father, empowered by the Holy Spirit. (Kenosis)

. Repentance is to “transcend the mind,” “change the

mind,” “go beyond the current thinking” based on what
God reveals.

. Repentance is the daily privilege of all Christians

because God is constantly revealing himself, his works
and his ways to us.

. Jesus’ baptism was declaration that he would follow the

will of God and be empowered by the Spirit of God. He
was committing to align his thoughts and actions to what
the Father, through the Spirit revealed to him.

Continued next slide



Baptism of Jesus (cont)

3. If you haven’'t been baptized, you had better get on it!

1. Matthew 28:19-20 calls all who disciple to baptize in the
name of the Father, in the name of the Son and in the
name of the Holy Spirit. Thus, nearly all Christian traditions
employ three actions -- dips, pours or sprinkles. (elliptical
construction)

2. Baptism is Lesson 1 in discipleship, showing that we have
right relationship with the God who exists in three persons
... The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

3. Baptism is an experience common to all members of the
body of Christ, regardless of time, culture or location.
Other “shared experiences” are communion, the anointing
of the weak, and the laying on of hands.
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The Temptation

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted.
Temptation — “the opportunity to think about something differently than God does.”

This is the Garden of Eden, Round 2. The “Last Adam” is tempted.
The story of the temptation of Jesus a metaphor of our daily struggle with sin.

When we are “think about things differently than God does,” it is a result of The
World, and/or the flesh, and/or the devil.

Flesh: me with God left out.

World: everyone else’s flesh. Our culture’s attempt to live life apart from God
The Devil: Satan and the unseen power of darkness

The world, the flesh and the devil are always countered by the Word and the Holy
Spirit

Temptation 1. Stones to Bread.

The problem wasn’t making bread, the problem was doing so on the urging of the
devil instead of the Spirit.

The worst question that Christian can ask is “Isitasinto...” It keeps our focus on
the “line” instead of on Jesus. It keeps us focused on what we want to do, rather
than on what God is doing and how we can join him.



The Temptation (cont)

We should instead ask “WITHSS?” What is the Holy Spirit Saying?

Jesus made lots of bread when the Holy Spirit told him to! It wasn’t a sin to make
bread. But Jesus would have sinned had he made it. Thus, he said “Man doesn't live
by bread along, but by every WORD that comes from the mouth of God.”

Temptation 2. Jump off the Temple. Jesus said he would never force God to keep His
promises so he (Jesus) could do whatever he wanted to do.

We frequently do this when we say “Oh, God will forgive me” and do as we please.
Jesus knew the promises of God were to give us boldness, and freedom to risks for
him as we hear his voice and respond. God does not give his promises so we can
neglect him and not have to face the consequences.

Temptation 3: Bow down and get the cities. God was going to give Jesus the cities
anyway, but Jesus was going to have to die for them first. Satan wanted Jesus to
value the result more than the process, and just get what God was going to give
anyway though Satan. He wanted Jesus to bow down and ask. That was a better deal
than going to the cross. Jesus said the only one he would bow down to would be God,
and of course, Jesus would bow down and listen.

Many times in our lives we try to get what God wants to give us anyway in a way and
at a time that God doesn’t want us to have it.
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El Greco
Christ Driving the Traders from the Temple
1571-76



Giotto di Bondone
The Scrovegni
Chapel, Padua
about 1304-1306



Israel in Jesus’ Time
A crude map!
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Pericope John

Marriage at 2:1-11 An example of how Jesus did not think his time

Cana had come, the Spirit showed him that it had,
and he changed his mind and his actions
according to what the Spirit showed. He
thought his time had not yet come, and the
Spirit apparently revealed that it had. Compare
this with Peter and John healing the lame man
in Acts 3.

First (?) 2:14-22

Temple

Cleansing

Jesus in 2:23-25

Jerusalem

Jesus and 3:1-21

Nicodemus

John’s 3:23-36




